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fact most interesting in view of the remarkable memory he developed later under tlie pressure of necessity.
But his practice in composition was not limited to the writing of academic themes; b-^ made some mark likewise as a speaker and lecturer in the literary societies of the college. On. one occasion he delivered as a lecture "a witty production, having for its subjectc The Puritans,' wherein he gave us in a very original and humorous style the front, flank, and rear of their offending." *
He often spoke in debates, once on the question "Whether the Republic of the United States is likely to continue." It is not known which, side lie defended. His contemporaries described him as a trenchant and forcible speaker; as one, indeed, who by the strength of his expressions and the vehemence of his manner, seemed ready to "knock his opponents down." His choice of topics, both in conversation and voluntary literary contributions, "even then showed symptoms of 'Injuns' on the brain. His tales of border life, wampum, scalps, and birch-bark were unsurpassed by anything in Cooper."*2 He graduated among the first twenty of his class, having attained "high distinction" in the department of history.
Parkman's   record in  school  and     college  gives
1  Beport of the Secretary of the " Institute of  1770," quoted "by Mr. Wheelwright.
2  Horatio J. Perry's Reminiscences.